DESCRIPTION OF A NEW GEOTHLYPIS FROM BROWNSVILLE, 

TEXAS. 

BY 

Robert Ridgwav, 

Curator of fhr Deparftucnf of Birfs, 

111 Tli(‘ Ank lor July, 1S91 (i>. JHl), Dr. J. A. Allen rt*cor(ls tlie 
(‘npturo of a bird at Brownsvillo, Tex., wliidi In* ideiititied as Gvo- 
iidyjHH poliorcphaUi imlpebmlifi (Kid.ew.), and li<^ also mentions a speei- 
ineii in Mr. Heniiett’s eolleetioii taken at Aldeina, Tamaiilipas, on the 
.Alexiean side of the Kio Grande. 1 have not bad an opportunity to 
compare tin* S})ecimens leterred to ^vitll tin* tyi>(‘ of b'. jndpebraUs; 
but the National Museum lias re(*,ently received fiom l>i-. Win. L. 
Ralpb live adult mab^s and one adult feniab‘ of a tbrni of tlie (f poUo- 
cvphtda ^roiip, collected at Brownsville in A[U‘iI and May, 1803, and 
tlierefore presumably identical with tlie s])e(‘imens nmitioned by Dr. 
Allen. 

It re(iuires but a ,i»*lan(M‘, however, to show that tli(*S(‘ speiainens are 
not <L paJprbrali.s, which is entirely yellow Inmeath, while all the 
Brownsville birds have the sides, Hanks and anal rej^ion — some of 
them much the greater portion of the under surface of the body — pah* 
dull butfy, in marked contrast with the clear y(*lIow color of the throat, 
et(‘. In this respect they do, however, a^rec very closely with tin* 
tyjie of (}, pollocepluda Baird (from Mazatlan, Mexico), and, were it not 
lor certain constant differences of coloration and ]>roportions, nii^ht lx* 
considered the same. Since these constant (lilferenc(*s do (*xist, it 
lx‘comes necessary 1‘or me to rc<-oi;iiize tin* Brownsville birds as repre 
s(*ntin^‘ a local or ideograph ieal form, which may be characterized as 
follows: 
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NKW GEOTllLVPIS FROM TICXAS — RIDGWAY. 



Geothlypis poliocepliala ralphi, subs]>. nnv. 

(ieoihh/pifi polin(rphuh( puJpvhy<t(is ( K*nx;w. ) Alli:n, Auk, .Inly, 18!U, .‘U(> (ium‘ (ico- 
thlypiK p<(lpchr((Hs Hidcjw.). — A. n. |T. ('heck List (Fourth Snp])L, 1802), No. 
6S2.L 

Sriisp. riiAii. — ISimilar to (». jxfliocephida hut laii»-cr (the bill 

especially), iip]K‘r i)arts i^'rayer (the tail particailarly), and the (Mbi^'c of 
the and under tail eovorts niu(*li paler yellow. 

Hah. — Lower Kio (Iraude Valk\y. 

Type, Xo. 121LU8, S ad., Brownsville, Texas, i\Jay t, 18Pd. Presented 
by i)i\ Win. L. Italph. 



